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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Term 1 - Rotation 2 March 1 - 10 Term 1 - Rotation 2 March 11 

In Person  
8:30-11:00 AM 

Period 2 Online  
8:30 - 9:05 AM 

Period 1 

11:00 - 12:30 PM Transportation and 
Lunch 

Online 
9:10 - 9:45 AM 

Period 2  

Synchronous Learning 
12:30-1:20 PM 

Period 1 Online 
9:50 - 10:25 AM 

Period 3  

Synchronous Learning 
1:20-2:10 PM 

Period 3 Online 
10:30 - 11:05 AM 

Period 4  

Synchronous Learning 
2:10—3:00 PM 

Period 4 Online 
Feedback 
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● AM - Whole Class 

Online 

Synchronous 

● PM - Feedback 

T1-R3 

● Interim Report 

Distribution Start 

(12-16) 

Monday, March 1  

Tuesday, March 2  

Wednesday, March 3 ● Text/Resource Distribution (Cohort A) 

Thursday, March 4 ● Text/Resource Distribution (Cohort B) 

Friday, March 5  
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Updates to Health & Safety Measures 

Please read below for important information on the following: 

● New Screening Guidance 
● COVID-19 Symptomatic and Asymptomatic Testing 
● Preparing for potential school staff shortages during in-person learning 
● GAPPS profile images 
● Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) graduation requirement 
● Grade 9 Mathematics Assessment Field Test  

New Screening Guidance 

Earlier today, York Region Public Health released its​ ​new screening guide​. All students are required to complete the 
screening guide daily before coming to school. Secondary school students and staff members must provide 
confirmation of completing the tool prior to entry. The tool for secondary students is​ ​available on the Board’s website​.  

COVID-19 Symptomatic and Asymptomatic Testing 

In partnership with York Region Health and Ontario Health, two recurring testing sites have been set up at the 
unoccupied ​sites of George Street Public School in Aurora and George Bailey Public School in Maple. Please see 
this​ ​message from York Region Public Health​ for additional details.  

Preparing for potential school staff shortages during in-person learning 

We continue to work with York Region Public Health to ensure our schools are safe for students and staff. In doing so, 
there are occasions, where students and staff members are required to self-isolate. These measures require the 
board to rely on ensuring adequate student supervision for safety. In previous years, where no occasional teacher or 
other staff member was available, schools combined classes for short periods of time. During the global pandemic, 
student contacts must be minimized and classes cannot be combined. As such, we may face specific situations where 
schools are required to close to in-person learning due to self-isolation requirements, even if COVID-19 case counts 
do not appear significant. We will continue to take all necessary planning and precautions to keep schools open, but 
may also need to make difficult decisions to close to ensure safety.  

In the event of a school closure to in-person learning, all learning will move to virtual according to​ ​provincial 
requirements for live (synchronous) learning​.  

GAPPS Profile Images 

With the move to online learning, many students have been choosing to add profile images in their Google 
Applications for Education (GAPPS) accounts. This is the image that appears along with the student’s name in 
Google Classroom, Google Meet, etc.  

It has come to the Board’s attention that some individuals are using inappropriate profile images, including images 
that are racist and discriminatory. We do not tolerate any form of hate or discrimination. These images cause pain and 
harm and can make other students and staff members feel unsafe, marginalized, and unwelcome in our learning 
environments. Appropriate actions are being taken to address this issue when inappropriate profile images have been 
used.  

Through the Board’s ongoing commitment to dismantling racism and creating welcoming and inclusive learning 
environments, ​all GAPPS profile images will be temporarily removed on Friday, February 26, 2021​. All students’ 
images will appear as an icon showing the first letter of their name. In the coming weeks, all staff and students will 
engage in learning​ in support of our collective responsibility to dismantle hate and racism online. After the learning is 
completed, your child will regain access to uploading profile images to their YRDSB Google account. 

 

https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/9e5381ca-ec8b-4df1-8db5-42292f2a35fc/114_SchoolScreeningTool_EN-FR.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=nvpPawk
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Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) graduation requirement 

The Ministry of Education has waived the Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test (OSSLT) graduation requirement 
for all students graduating during the 2020–2021 school year. This means that a student who is expected to graduate 
in the 2020-21 school year and has not already successfully completed the literacy test, will not be required to do so 
in order to graduate. This applies to 2020-21 graduates only. 

You may be aware that this school year, the EQAO is field testing a new online assessment for OSSLT. YRDSB will 
not ​be participating in this field test during the Spring of 2021. The decision to not participate in the field test was 
made first and foremost to prioritize the well-being of students and support the continuity of learning in response to 
COVID-19. The current adaptive model of alternating in-class opportunities does not align with EQAO’s Field Testing 
recommendations.  

Grade 9 Mathematics Assessment Field Test  

EQAO is  field testing a new online assessment tool in the 2020-21 school year for Grade 9 Academic and Applied 
mathematics courses. York Region District School Board has decided that students will not participate in the Grade 9 
Mathematics Assessment Field Test. 

Our current Adaptive rotation model of alternating in-class opportunities does not align with EQAO’s Field Testing 
recommendation. This decision was made with the well-being of our students in mind.  

Staff will continue to support students with an emphasis on student well-being in an inviting and inclusive math 
learning community. 

Thank you for your understanding as we work to support our students. If you have any questions or concerns, please 
contact your school principal. 

For more information on what this means for you and your child, please visit​ ​www.yrdsb.ca​. 

Text/Resource Distribution 

Distribution of resources will take place in the cafeteria on ​Wednesday, March 3 (Cohort A) and Thursday, March 4 
(Cohort B)​.  A staff marshal will arrive at the classroom door and escort only those students who need to retrieve 
items to the cafeteria.  Marshals will ensure that class cohorts do not mix.  To minimize contact exchange, students 
must bring their own writing utensil to the cafeteria so that they can create a record of the resource assigned to them.  

Report It 

Our schools should be safe, welcoming and inclusive places for everyone. It is important that students know what to 
do if they witness or experience inappropriate behaviour or incidents of hate or discrimination.  

● There may be situations when you can safely step in and intervene and help.  
● Talk to an adult at school, family member or other trusted adult.  
● Report the event without the person involved knowing using our online reporting tool, Report It.  

Report It lets you share information about inappropriate student behaviour or incidents of hate or discrimination. You 
can use the online form to report: 

● bullying, drugs, cheating, vandalism, harassment, violence or any other inappropriate behaviour  
● incidents of discrimination or hate, including anti-Indigenous racism, ableism, anti-Asian racism, anti-Black 

racism, antisemitism, classism, homophobia, Islamaphobia, sexism, transphobia or other forms of hate 

You can report events that happen at school, at school-related events, online or off school property if it negatively 
affects a student or the school climate. You can also choose to make a report anonymously.  

Complete reports are shared with the school to investigate and respond. ​ ​Acts of discrimination, hate and bullying are 
never acceptable.  Using the Report It tool is a way of standing up for each other and for ourselves. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/


 

You can find Report It on the homepage of the Board website at​ ​www.yrdsb.ca​ and on the homepage of every school 
website, or watch this​ ​short video​ ​to learn more.  

Scholarship News 

Continue to check the Guidance Moodle for upcoming scholarship information as well as application and eligibility 
details. 

Please note: Scholarship information is intended for graduating students that plan to attend a post secondary 
institution in 2021-2022.​ 

Upcoming Scholarship Information: 

The Scholarship Report (​February​ - May) - (PDF located on the Guidance Moodle) 

University Listing Scholarships - Fall 2021 Entrance - (PDF located on the Guidance Moodle) 

College Listing Scholarships - Fall 2021 Entrance - (PDF located on the Guidance Moodle)​ 

Black Foundation of Community Networks​ (BFCN) - 2021 Scholarship Directory  
 
A.B.L.E. Scholarship Opportunity: ​Application Form​ & ​Candidate Letter Selection Criteria​; application deadline has 
been extended to March 22, 2021 at 5:00 pm.; for any questions, students may contact the Scholarship & Awards 
Committee Chair at ​ablescholarship@gmail.com​. 
 
Canadian Pediatric Stroke and Acquired Brain Injury Survivors Scholarship Application:​ 
www.achievingbeyondbraininjury.com  
 
Scotia Bank/My Blueprint - ​Financial Wellness and STEM Scholarship Information  

Summer Jobs 

Hey students! Looking for a summer job? 

Have you considered working for the Ontario Government? Each year the Ontario Public Service targets up to 5,000 
summer students to work in locations across Ontario in areas such as: 

● Ontario Parks 
● Environment 
● Science 
● Administration 
● Business and Finance 
● Research and Laboratories 
● Communications 
● Customer Service 

Earn while you learn!  All jobs were posted on February 25th. Closing dates will be between March 10 and June 1.  

Apply early to have a chance to apply to the job types that interest you.  

You can learn more at:​ ​ontario.ca/summerstudents​.  

Wellness Corner: National Eating Disorder Awareness Week 

Congratulations Student Wellness Council on a very successful “spread the love” campaign in celebration of 
Valentine’s Day. The Council received over 200 Compliment-Grams! 
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This week, in support of National Eating Disorder Awareness Week, the Council has been helping to raise awareness 
about eating disorders: different types, underlying causes, consequences, and resources that students can access for 
help and support. 

Here are some of the most common signs of an eating disorder: 

● Eating in secret or leaving meals to go to the bathroom 
● Expressing guilt about eating habits 
● Constantly talking about weight or losing weight 
● Being overly and obsessively focused on eating healthy foods 
● Consistently skipping meals 
● Exercising excessively 
●  ​Frequently checking the mirror or scale 
●  ​Using dietary supplements or laxatives 

If you suspect your child may have an eating disorder, please contact your primary healthcare practitioner right away. 

Anorexia nervosa has the highest mortality of any psychiatric disorder. It has a prevalence of about 0.3% in young 
women. It is more than twice as common in teenage girls, with an average age of onset of 15 years; 80-90% of 
patients with anorexia are female. Anorexia is the most common cause of weight loss in young women and of 
admission to child and adolescent hospital services.   

Hoek HW. Incidence, prevalence and mortality of anorexia nervosa and other eating disorders. ​Curr Opin Psychiatry​ 2006;19:389-94 

Dismantling Anti-Black Racism Strategy Launch Event 

The York Region District School Board is committed to championing equity and inclusivity. In response to continued 
evidence of anti-Black racism in Canadian institutions, including in education, the Board has co-developed an 
anti-Black racism strategy​. 

The ​Dismantling Anti-Black Racism Strategy: Creating anti-racist and Black-affirming learning and working 
environments​ was co-developed by York Region Black community leaders, YRDSB staff and in consultation with 
students. The launch of the strategy marks a coordinated effort to address anti-Black racism at the Board. 

On March 8, 2021 from 5 p.m. - 7 p.m., students, staff and families are invited to the virtual​ ​Dismantling Anti-Black 
Racism Strategy launch event​ featuring guest presenter​ ​Robyn Maynard​. 

The program will examine anti-Black racism in educational institutions and unveil the Board’s strategy. The strategy is 
designed to dismantle anti-Black racism in all its forms in our schools and workplaces. 

The systemic nature of anti-Black racism requires that school boards act proactively to support equitable access to 
quality education and opportunities for all students, and to challenge the marginalization of Black students, staff and 
families. 

Please visit​ ​www.yrdsb.ca​ for more details and​ ​to register​ for the event. 

Arts Unionville Musicianship Black History Month Playlist #4 

For the 2020-2021 school year, the Arts Unionville 11/12 Musicianship classes have paused our studies of standard 
repertoire and are concentrating on composers, songwriters, performers & traditions of the African Diaspora. For 
Black History Month, we have curated four special playlists. This fourth and last playlist includes examples from our 
listening log, blues/gospel and "jazz giants" seminars: Sister Rosetta Tharpe, Ella Fitzgerald, Mamie Smith, Nina 
Simone, Duke Ellington and solo piano music and the masterpiece Listen to the Lambs by the Canadian-born 
composer Nathaniel Dett. Enjoy! 
 
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/3x6fokFVMbSCCs4sKIrrPe?si=f_CAzX0ZSlCGjCmBZ7iCBQ 
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COVID-19 Student Self-Assessment and Confirmation 

 First, click ​here for the self-assessment​.  

Second, submit the Confirmation Form: ​http://bit.ly/UHSScree​n​. 

Complete these two steps EACH DAY before you arrive at school.  

 

 

Have your receipt ready to show at the door.  The receipt is in 
your GAPPS email.   

Staff will be checking for completed confirmation on your phone 
or printout each day.  

Please note: You must enter through the main doors at Town 
Centre Blvd or at the cafeteria entrance on Warden.  

 
 

 

Message to all UHS students: 

Each day, you are required to complete...  

a) the ​REVISED​ Online Self-Assessment: ​ ​COVID-19 School and Child-Care Screening Tool​. 

AND  

b) the Confirmation​ ​Form​ for which you will receive an email receipt. 

Before you come to school every morning​, read the self-assessment tool.  If you answer ‘yes’ to any of the 
questions, do NOT come to school.  

Once you complete the self-assessment, then complete the Confirmation Google Form.  It asks you, “Have you 
completed the self-screening test?”  Answer ‘yes.’  ​You will receive a ​receipt​ that is sent to your ​gapps email 
once you have completed this confirmation form​.  

Scroll down to the bottom of the receipt which shows the ​colour-coded day of the week and have this ready 
as you approach the entrance​.  

When you get to the ​Town Centre​ or ​Warden​ entrance (​these are the only two entrances​), hold up your phone and 
have the bottom of your receipt ready to show the staff member at the door.  We want to see the colour-coded day at 
the bottom of your receipt.  

If you do not have a phone, you can provide us with a ​printout​.  Alternatively, you can read a hard copy of the 
self-assessment that has been posted and give us a ​verbal confirmation​ that you have completed the screening.  

Students may start entering the school at 8:15 a.m.  

Thank you for following our daily screening procedure.  

https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/9e5381ca-ec8b-4df1-8db5-42292f2a35fc/114_School+Screening+Tool_Feb821.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=nu814T4
http://bit.ly/UHSScreen
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/9e5381ca-ec8b-4df1-8db5-42292f2a35fc/114_School+Screening+Tool_Feb821.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=nu814T4
https://www.york.ca/wps/wcm/connect/yorkpublic/9e5381ca-ec8b-4df1-8db5-42292f2a35fc/114_School+Screening+Tool_Feb821.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CVID=nu814T4
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedNWLgRdQKVfNqT4gwYrq0PEJqj2vnOL5GHqfopjwnakC-0g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedNWLgRdQKVfNqT4gwYrq0PEJqj2vnOL5GHqfopjwnakC-0g/viewform


 

Free Triple P Parenting Virtual Sessions 

Click the link below to view the current schedule of virtual seminars, groups and sessions you can attend with other 
parents in Ontario. Click the individual session listing or the 'register' button for more details or any special 
instructions: 

https://www.triplep-parenting.ca/ont-en/find-help/find-a-session/ 

Student Trustee Elections 

The Campaign Period:  ​February 22 - March 7, 2021; closes @ 11:59 p.m.  

Online Voting:​  March 8-11, 2021; closes @ 8 p.m.  

Election Results Announced:​  March 12, 2021 

For further information and election resources, please visit the​ ​Student Trustee website​. Questions may be submitted 
to ​trustee.services@yrdsb.ca​.  

Crisis Mental Health Support for Students 
For a variety of support services and agencies, please refer to the following list:  

● 310-COPE​ ​www.yssn.ca​: 905-310-COPE (2673) or 1-855-310-COPE (2673) - available 24/7 

● www.KidsHelpPhone.ca​:  1-800-668-6868, text 686868 - available 24/7 

● Mental Health Helpline​ ​https://www.ontario.ca/page/mental-health-services​: 1-866-531-2600 - available 24/7 

● York Hills Help Phone Line: 905-503-9561 Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9:30-4:00 pm; for children & youth 

(0-18 years), parents, caregivers or adult supporters.  Visit​ ​www.yorkhills.ca​ for more information. 

● Markham Stouffville Hospital​ ​www.msh.on.ca​: 905-472-7000 

● Poison Control​ ​www.ontariopoisoncentre.ca​: 1-800-268-9017 

● Lesbian Gay BI Trans Youth Line​ ​www.youthline.ca​: 1-888-687-9689 

● Trans Lifeline​ ​www.translifeline.org​: 1-877-330-6366 

● Black Youth Helpline​ ​www.blackyouth.ca​: 1-833-294-8650 

● York Region Children's Aid Society​ ​www.yorkcas.org​: 905-895-2318 

● York Region Abuse Program​ ​www.centralhealthline.ca​: 905-895-3646 

● Police-Fire-Ambulance 911 

https://www.triplep-parenting.ca/ont-en/find-help/find-a-session/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/StudentTrustees/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.ca/StudentTrustees/Pages/default.aspx
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Access the nomination form here​. 

https://www.charactercommunity.com/2021-awards-nomination-form/


 

 



 

 

 


